
Control Commission
and

APPENDIX  R6
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Version 2025

This presentation reflects the World Rowing Statues, Rules of Racing 
and interpretation of them in effect on Jan 1, 2026.  

World Rowing is not responsible for providing updates to this material.      



Control Commission

• Why do we need a Control Commission ?
• What are the major concerns of the Control 

Commission ?
– Safety
– Fairness
– Communications “center” and main information link 

towards other parties involved – President of the 
Jury, Start, Finish, Medical Services, Antidoping 
Control
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Basis / Reference

• Rules of Racing (further reading !):
– 22 + BL: coxswains (weighing + dead weight)
– 23 + BL: light weight rowers
– 31 + Appendix: boat weighing
– 39 & 40 + BL: Identifications 
– 66 + BL: announcing yellow or red cards
– 82 + Appendix: duties
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Appointment

• Appointment of the Control Commission:
– President of the Jury and OC at the 

International Regatta
– President of the Jury, World Rowing and OC 

at the World Rowing Championships, World 
Cup Regatta, Olympics and Paralympics
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Organisation

• Control Commission - two “groups”:
– 1. The members of the official jury (ITO, appointed 

by PoJ and World Rowing for Championships)
– 2. The national or local officials (NTO, appointed 

by OC)
• Good cooperation between those two groups:

– Communication
– Unity

• Responsible of the Control Commission
Member of the official jury and is holder of valid 
International Umpire License
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Role
♦ Role of the Control Commission:

→Control Commission is a part of the Jury;
→The race starts in the boat area, where Control Commission 

is working;
→The Control Commission is the “Face of the Jury” ... or 

interface between Jury and 
teams
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Control Commssion Hut(s)



Working Area(s)

• Control Commission Area of Activity – typical example
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Pontoons Area – Traffic Rules
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What do we expect from CC ?

 Calm atmosphere
 Clear instructions based on the Rules and Bye-laws
 Avoid unnecessary disturbance to the crews
 If things have to be changed it is the task of the crew 

/ coach / team manager – not the umpire !
 Sometimes on the first day only a remark on  the 

equipment to be changed

Why CC ?
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• Certain tasks to be coordinated by the official jury:

Responsible of the Control Commission

Weighing of athletes

Weighing of boats

Identification / Advertising control

Exclusive tasks  - WR Umpires



CC Activities

Activities of Control Commission:

 Summary paper RCC
►A short reminder of CC Duties/Activities

 Remarks sheet
►As Control Commission members change it 

helps to keep consistency, regardless of jury 
rotation
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Remarks sheet

 Remarks sheet –
to be transferred to 
next shift in CC –
via photo book or 
by member of UC 
present:
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Tools

What  do we need in Control Commission:

measuring device(s)

Useful tool

4 cm

Start lists

3 mm5 mm
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Spirit Level



Tape(s), Knife/Scissors 
– provided by OC
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Some helpful ideas of the OC
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Safety

Tasks of Control Commission
Safety
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Bow ball

Tasks of Control Commission:(Safety):
Boats and equipment:

- provision of a white ball on the bow of each boat (or equivalent 
construction);

4 cm
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Quick shoe release
Bye-Law to Rule 28

Tasks of Control Commission:(Safety):
- fast shoe release;

Restrain until
horizontal
position7 cm
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Quick shoe release (2)

In addition, where laces, Velcro or similar 
materials must be opened before the rower can 
remove his feet from the shoes or other device, 
these must be able to be released immediately 
by the rower with a quick single hand action of 
pulling on one easily accessible strap.
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Quick shoe release (3)

20

Good examples



Quick shoe release (4)
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Quick shoe release (5)
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Quick shoe release (6)
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Not compliant



Opening cox seat

deck

coxswain 
seat

as wide as the boat 
on at least 50 cm

min. 70 cm

Coxswain seat

Tasks of Control Commission:(Safety):
- Coxswain seat
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Blades thickness
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oars 

sculls 

5 mm

3 mm
2 mm

3 mm

Tasks of Control Commission:(Safety):
- blades thickness

Blade thickness not less than 
(measured  from the outer edge) 



Boats on the course

Tasks of Control Commission:(Safety):
- control of the boats on the racing course

Departed from the 
outgoing pontoon

Returned to the 
incoming pontoon
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Right bow number

Tasks of Control Commission:(Safety and Fairness):
Boats and equipment – correct bow number

Bow numberGPS box (official)
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Something different…

Looks strange? Very narrow bow of the boat
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Tasks of Control Commission
Fairness
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Minimum length

Tasks of Control Commission:(Fairness):
Boats and equipment - minimum boat length (7,20 m)

Extension stern of single scullBall
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Para Rowing 1x and Coastal boats are exempt from minimum length
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Maximum length per section in all eights events at
World Championships, Olympic Games, Regional Games,

Continental Championships, International Regattas

Maximum : 11.9 m

Maximum length 8+



Communication and Electronics

• During Racing:
– No communication with the crews

• No data may be sent to or received by the boat
• Exception: World Rowing may install devices for the purpose of 

transmitting real-time race

– Allowable Data for the crew to see during the race:
• Time, Distance
• Stroke Rate, Distance per Stroke, Drive Time, Recovery Time, 

Drive/Recovery Ratio
• Boat Velocity / Acceleration
• Force, Power, Work, Force/Power Position, Impulse
• Heart rate, Respiratory Rate, 
• Roll Motion, Yaw Motion, Pitch Motion, Surge Motion, Sway Motion
• Oar Angels, Slip, Wash, Stroke Length
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Crew Changes

During WRCH and WCups Regatta all is done by World Rowing Office !
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Medical Certificate
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 During World Rowing Championships and 
World Cups Regatta all medical certificates 
have to be approved by the World Rowing
Doctor



Crew changes – Return

1. Crew Changes – Return of “Injured Rower”

35

International Regatta World Championships (& 
World Cup)

Crew Crew

Return of 
”Injured 

Rower” to 
the same 

crew

NO
YES, medical certificate
approved again by the 

World Rowing



Consequential Substitution(s)

1. Crew Changes – Substitution and Return

31

If Rower 1 in Boat A is replaced by Rower 2 from Boat B because 
of injury or illness, a new Rower 3 can be introduced to Boat B  

If Rower 1 recovers, Rower 2 must also return to original boat 

Boat A Boat B

Changes

Recovery



Consequential Substitution(s) (2)

1. Crew Changes – Substitution and withdrawal of 2nd boat
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If Rower 1 in Boat A is replaced by Rower 2 from Boat B because of injury or 
illness

If there is no substitute rower for boat B, this boat 
may be withdrawn and may not return

Boat A Boat B

Changes



Withdrawal

Change of rowers

Medical substitution

Change in Seating Position

Team
Manager

Federation

Boat Class

Event n°

Crew Change Form
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ID checking

2. Checking the identity of competitors using book 
of photos (World Rowing Championships and 
World Cups) or official ID documents

Where:
1. At the Athletes weighing;
2. On the outgoing pontoon (Composition and seating 

order of Crews);
3. On the incoming pontoon (in the case of Anti-Doping 

Control)
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ID checking
at World Rowing events

Crew photo format used during World Rowing events
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Photo Book

Format of crews’ 
photos used during 

World Rowing events
1 2

3 4

(1) Seating order

(2) Name

(3) First name

(4) Weight (for LW or Cox)
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ID checking 
at International Regatta

2. Checking the identity of competitors using official 
valid ID documents with photo (accreditation, 
passport, ID card)
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Weighing Setup

Setup for Athletes 
Weighing
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Weighing Setup

3. Weighing of Coxswains/Lightweight Rowers
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Weighing Athletes/Coxswains

3. Weighing of Coxswains/Lightweight Rowers
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Weighing Athletes/Coxes
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The stamp to confirm the presence and approved correct 
weight of a crew with no photobook in use



Weighing Procedure

Weighing Athletes – Procedure – Each day of  
the Regatta before the first round of the event of the day

H
1st « round »
of each event

in a day

H
- 1 hour

H
- 2 hours

Time of weighing…
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Weighing Athletes Remarks –
Coxswains/Lightweights

Weighing - Remarks

1. Rowers/Coxswains shall be weighed wearing only their 
racing uniforms; 

2. Only complete crews can present themselves for 
weighing – this concerns also re-weighing;

3. Crews are weighed in the order of their races and their 
lanes.

4. The spare rower may be weighed in with the crew!
(Or any time between the crew’s official weigh in and the race; 
Note the name and the weight of the athlete on the bottom of the 
form.)

49



Coxswains – Minimum Weights

Coxswains Minimum Weight and Deadweight

MEN

WOMEN

JUNIOR

UNDER 23

SENIOR 

MASTERS

MEN
WOMEN
55     15

deadweight

MIXED CREW
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All coxswains are weighed wearing their racing uniform



Weighing Procedure 
– Coxswains

Weighing 
coxswain

End of 
procedure

YES

Add deadweight
NO

Weighing Procedure – Coxswains

Weight
OK ?
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Weighing Procedure – Coxswains

Weighing procedure
Example if same person coxes 2 events on same day

Alain
Alain

09 10 11 12 13 14

4+
8+

Times of weighing



Deadweight checking

Deadweight of a coxswain can be checked 
(and weighed again in CC if necessary):

- at the outgoing pontoon
- at the Start (before the race)
- at the Finish (after the race)
- at the incoming pontoon
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Lightweight crews

MEN WOMEN

maximum weight 
of the rower

maximum average
weight 

of the crew

maximum weight 
single sculler

72,5 kg 59 kg

70,0 kg 57 kg

72,5 kg 59 kg

All rowers are weighed wearing their racing uniform

Lightweight 
rowers



Weighing Procedure –
Lightweight crews

End of 
procedure

YES

Daily 2 to 1 hrs 
before the first 

round of the event  

Exclusion 
of the crew

NO

Weighing
lightweight crew

Average  
weight 
& max. 
weights 

OK ?

NO More 
than 
1hr 

before 
start ?

YES

Weighing Procedure - Lightweight
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Weighing Procedure – Lightweight (2)

Weighing procedure - Example 1

09 10 11 16 hrs.

Heat
LM 2-

Final
LM 2-

Time of weighing No second weighing !!!
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Weighing Procedure – Lightweight (4)

Weighing procedure - Example 3/1

LM 2 -
Michel
Stan

LM4 -
Michel
Stan
Fabio
Jun

09 10 11 12 13 14

LM 2-
FA LM 4-

FA

Time of weighing …
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Weighing Procedure – Lightweight (5)

2 -
Michel
Stan 4 -

Michel
Stan
Fabio
Jun

08 10 12 14 16 18

LM 2-
H1

LM 4-
FA

Time of weighing …

09

LM 2-
FA

13 15 1711

Weighing procedure - Example 3/2
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Weighing Procedure – Lightweight (6)

Weighing procedure - Example (4)

09 10 11 16

Heat
LM 2-

Time of weighing

Race delayed
until 16.00 hrs.

Heat
LM 2-

No second weighing !!!



Wireless – GPS Devices

Possible use of unauthorised radios for coaching, sending information in 
both directions (Rule 73). Only «allowable data» can be presented to the 
crew during a race

GPS recorder or wireless connection ?
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Allowable data

During racing the only information allowed to be seen by 
the crew in the boat shall be:

• Time, Distance
• Stroke Rate, Distance per Stroke, Drive Time, Recovery Time, 

Drive/Recovery Ratio
• Boat Velocity / Acceleration
• Force, Power, Work, Force/Power Position, Impulse
• Heart rate, Respiratory Rate, 
• Roll Motion, Yaw Motion, Pitch Motion, Surge Motion, Sway 

Motion
• Oar Angels, Slip, Wash, Stroke Length

These are “allowable data”. All other data can be stored 
(not sent!), but not presented to the crew during a race.
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Rule changes: Communication and Electronics (approved in March 
2025)
APPENDIX R2 - Bye-Laws to Rule 29 – 5. Boats & Equipment

5) Communication and Electronics - during racing (when racing “traffic rules” are in force)
a) Data Transmission – no communication/ data sharing with the crew is permitted from 

outside the boat using electric or electronic equipment. 

b) Allowable Data – the only information allowed to the crew in the boat may be recorded 
and/or transmitted from the boat

• If instrumented oarlocks are fastened to the pin, are they considered part of the boat weight?
 YES (rules are clear, “…. ‘essential to the boat’…..)

• Are all the cables included in the boat weight?
 YES (rules are clear, “…. To provide “allowable Data”…..)

• NOT part of the boat weight: everything, which does not fulfill the definition of ‘firmly fastened’

(such as: Stroke coaches, GPS units, Data loggers/ additional screens/ Displays).



Electronic Equipment currently seen in Boats during WR Racing 
(Information recorded since 2012/ latest update: June 2025)

Updated June 2025; Information recorded by 
WorldRowing/ EquiTechComm. (Mathias Binder (Chair)/ Conny Draper/ Prateek Gumbar (WR))



Electronic Equipment currently seen in Boats during WR Racing 
(Information recorded since 2012/ latest update: June 2025)

Updated June 2025; Information recorded by 
WorldRowing/ EquiTechComm. (Mathias Binder (Chair)/ Conny Draper/ Prateek Gumbar (WR))



Electronic Equipment currently seen in Boats during WR Racing 

NOT PART of the Boat weight

Updated June 2025; Information recorded by 
WorldRowing/ EquiTechComm. (Mathias Binder (Chair)/ Conny Draper/ Prateek Gumbar (WR))



Electronic Equipment currently seen in Boats during WR Racing 

PART of the Boat weight

Updated June 2025; Information recorded by 
WorldRowing/ EquiTechComm. (Mathias Binder (Chair)/ Conny Draper/ Prateek Gumbar (WR))

Proposed Rule change may remove the additional weight of a sensor 
oarlock from boat weight



Boat Weighing
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Boat Weighing
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Boat Weighing – Equipment Layout
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Responsibility for the weight of a boat
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It is solely the responsibility of the 
crew that their boat has

the required minimum weight.



Extra weights
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Extra weights to be added by crew/teams

Often provided by boat builders 
or by teams at their own



o Boat needs to have a minimum weight
o Boats shall be weighed with the fittings 

essential to their use (riggers, stretchers, 
shoes, seats and hull extensions)

o Without oars or bow number
o Control of residual water, clothing, etc
o Random draw by the person appointed by 

the president of the jury
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Boat Weighing - General



Boat Weighing – Electronic equipment

Important change 2013:
The minimum weight includes sound amplification 
equipment or any other kind of electronic equipment, 
including cables or wires carried in the boat for 
connecting such equipment within the boat, housing or 
fixing for electronic or other equipment and any loud 
speakers, only when such equipment is firmly fixed to the 
boat. The firmly fixed seat pads are also included (2014)
Important change 2014:
The boat weight does not include any element of an 
allowable data system, for example computer, sensor etc. 
But it does include cables of the system ...
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Boat Weight Check - Random 
Draw

The random draw has to be 
kept secret!
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By lane number or by placing (result) ...



Boat weighing – General (1)

76

Members of the Control Commission shall 
inform the nominated crews as they leave the 
water after cooling-down and they, or people 
appointed for that purpose, shall accompany 
the crews to the weighing scales. Once the 
crew has been nominated no extra weight of 
any description can be added to the boat until 
the boat has been weighed.



Boat weighing – General (2)

Failure to take the boat directly to the weighing 
scales when notified may lead to the crew being 
excluded (EXC)*.
 Record of notification (who and when) and
 Record of weighing

* Change for 2022
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o 1X 14 kg
o 2X 27 kg
o 2- 27 kg
o 2+ 32 kg
o 4X 52 kg
o 4- 50 kg
o 4+ 51 kg
o 8+ 96 kg

Minimum Weights
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 PR1 1x 24 kg
 PR2 1x 22 kg
 PR2 2x 37 kg
 PR3 2x 27 kg
 PR3 2- 27 kg
 PR3 4+ 51 kg

 App R14 regulation 9

Para rowing Boats - Minimum Weights
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Weighing Scales
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The weighing scales: 
• Shall be provided by a World Rowing approved 

manufacturer
• Shall indicate the weight of the boat to 0.1 kg. 
• The scales shall be connected to a printer so that a 

printed record of the boat weight is immediately available.

At the beginning of each official training day and of each 
racing day the scales shall be tested, using calibrated 
(gauged) weights, by a member of the World Rowing 
Materials Commission and/or the member of the Control 
Commission responsible for boat weighing.



Test Weighing

81

• The weighing scale(s) shall be available to the crews at 
least 24 hrs before the first race of the regatta for the test 
weighing of their boats. 

• The scales shall be located on a horizontal floor, inside a 
building or a tent to provide protection from the wind.  

• The weighing area shall be easily accessible from the 
incoming pontoons and shall be exclusively reserved for 
the weighing of boats during the regatta.

New from 2020: . During racing the scales shall be available 
for test weighing boats, however the weighing of boats 
selected for official weighing shall have priority.



Boat weighing procedure

End of procedure

YES

Printing and signing 
the result

Weight 
OK ?

YES
Weighing selected 

boat again

Checking the scales 
and signing

Boat UnderWeight
BUW

Printing and signing 
the result

NO

NO

82

Weighing selected 
boat

Weight 
OK ?



Boat Weighing
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In the event that a printer connected to the scale is not available and a 
boat is underweight:

• The member of the Control Commission shall take a photograph of 
the result of each weighing:

• First weighing
• Test Weight results
• Second weighing 

• The member of the Control Commission shall record each of the 
weights above on a form provided for such purpose; and

• Both a member of the crew and the member of the Control 
Commission shall sign this form.



Summary of CC Activities - Checking

84

The Control Commission – Summary of Activities :
OUTGOING PONTOONS
 All safety aspects (equipment, all boats left ?),
 Deadweight of a cox,
 Correct bow number,
 Prohibited Products on the hull,
 Prohibited materials (wireless transmission),
 Advertising/Identifications,

INCOMING PONTOONS
 The weight of the boat(s),
 ID of competitors selected for antidoping tests,
 Deadweight of a cox,
 All safety aspects (all boats back ?)
 Advertising/Identifications (???)
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Part 4

Control Commission
Identifications / Advertising
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Rules

• Rules of Racing Rule 39
• APPENDIX R6 – Bye-Laws to Rule 39 of 

the World Rowing Rules of Racing
Commercial and Identifications Bye-Laws

These Rules apply at international regattas 
governed by World Rowing

87



Identifications – types of regattas

88

Regattas subjected to these principles :

o International Regattas
o World Championships
o World Cups
o « World Rowing events »

These rules do not apply to the Olympic and Paralympic Games

Competitions
with

particular rules

where the Olympic and Paralympic Charters apply !



General Principles (1)

• A boat or crew not complying with the rules:
• Before the start:
• May be excluded by the Starter or Umpire and 

not allowed to race
• After the race: 
• May be Relegated to the last place
• 2nd time: may be EXC
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General Principles (2)

• Rowers not complying with the rules:

• At the Victory Ceremony:
• May be relegated to the last place, EXC or 

otherwise punished.
• When a crew is relegated or EXC, the medals shall 

be withdrawn and awarded to the next placed 
crew
 Identifications on hats and socks do not need 

to be identical within the crew
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Identifications – applicable rules
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Principles  of “Identification rules”
Rules applicables on :

 athletes
 boats
 oars and sculls

 officials of the regattas
 umpires

 Rowers - on the water during the 
hours of competition of the regatta
 At any time close to the victory 
pontoon

 Boats, oars/sculls – from the 
official opening of regata course 
until the end of the regatta



World Rowing
Exclusive Rights

World Rowing has exclusive rights at World 
Rowing Events for the following:

• Television and media rights
• Commercial rights
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Identifications

93

What identifications are permitted?
 Manufacturer
 Product technology
 Member Federation or Club Name
 Name of the boat
 Sponsor(s) of the Member Federation or 

Club 
 Sponsor(s) of an individual rower
 World Rowing Identification (and Country 

Acronym)



General Principles (1)

• Calculation of the identification areas :

94

• By drawing vertical and horizontal lines with right angle 
ones compared to the others, supported on the extreme 
points of the name or the symbol (or the colour), or the 

prime coat if it covers a great surface 

X X

Y Y

Area = X * Y

X
Y



World Rowing reserved 
Space

• On clothing 
• On equipment (boat)

• If not used by World Rowing it may on special 
agreement be used by the regatta organizer

• If not: it shall not be used otherwise

95



Manufacturer Identification

96

The manufacturer can also be a sponsor:
They can use both spaces (for the manufacturer as well as 
for the sponsor), but ...
They cannot combine both in order to get one bigger space

If not used, the manufacturers’ space cannot be used for 
another purpose



Identification on boat
on crew

• Rigorous uniformity for all identifications on

1. all oars/sculls within a boat/crew
2. all equipment items and fittings in the boat 

within the boat/crew
3. All clothing items within a crew except as 

specifically provided within these Bye-laws
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National Identity
• On any «free» space on the uniform which is not 

specially reserved for other use.
• Must be part of the registered design and approved 

by World Rowing
• Includes: 

– Official national colours
– Official country name or acronym
– Official national flag
– Any international recognized national symbols of the 

country

• No national identity for crews competing in the 
name of a club
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National Identity 
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SWE
USA

DEN
?

GER
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Uniformity control
 At World Rowing Regattas:
 The definition of a uniform (shirt/short – one-piece)
 List of official approved uniforms by World Rowing
 Same approval procedure as that one concerning 

blades.
 The hats/socks: design must be identical within crew, 

but do not need to be of the same manufacturer
 Undershirts, leggings: not part of the uniform, but:

 Must be identical
 Exception: the Olympic & Paralympic Regattas!

Uniformity Control (1)



Uniform Clothing
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Clothing and Blade Colours – Members of the same crew shall compete in 
identical clothing

Rigorous uniformity
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Uniformity control
 At international Regattas:
Club crews: 

 Identical

Composite Crews:
Members of the same club must wear the 

uniform and identification of their own club
Or identical uniforms and identification

Uniformity Control (2)



Uniform Clothing
composite crew
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Rigorous uniformity

A B A C

International Regattas: Composite Crew:
Club uniform of own club
Undershirts, leggins, socks, hats:  identical



Crews uniformity
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Uniformity control

?????

World Rowing regattas ➡ Uniformity
International Regattas: Club crews ➡ Uniformity

Composite crews ➡ Every Rower wears his Club 
uniform or identical uniform



Identifications (3)

 Principles and rules on “Identifications”
 On athletes
 On boats
 On oars & sculls
 On regatta officials or regatta equipment
 Specific rules for Rowing World Cup and World 

Rowing Championships
 Olympic Games
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Conformity of the boat(s) with the rules regarding identifications
Uniform clothing of competitors and its conformity with the rules 
regarding  identifications (Fairness)
Identifications control by Control Commision



Identifications (4)
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Identifications may appear on :
 Clothing; 
 Boats;
 Oars or Sculls

These identifications may be different (in a team), but… :
 all clothing of the same crew,
 all oars or sculls of the same crew (not only blades),

… must be identical except
allowed personal identifications of a crew member



Prohibited identifications
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Identifications – allowed or prohibited

JUNIOR OTHERSAdvertising related to:

Any advertising must conform to the laws of the country
where the regatta takes place

ALCOHOL
<  15%

allowedprohibited

TOBACCO prohibited prohibited

STRONG ALCOHOL
> 15%

prohibited prohibited

Not allowed if inappropriate or harmful for the image of rowing

On WADA baned
list prohibited prohibited



Identifications - doubts
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Advertising doubtful with a mainly known name similar to prohibited products

MEMPHIS
Watches

allowed

MEMPHIS forbidden

The identification must clearly include the description of the non prohibited 
product or service

MARLBORO forbidden

MARLBORO
clothing

allowed



Identifications

109

Identification can not be in contradiction with 
Article 3 of World Rowing Statutes

(No Discrimination)

No advertising of gambling 
unless it is a state run lottery that does not 

depend on the results of racing



Identifications on shirt and shorts

The number of sponsors within one identification 
(advertising space) on shirts and shorts/boats/oars 

is not limited.

110



Clothing and Equipment

111

IDENTIFICATIONS
ON THE CLOTHING 

AND 
EQUIPMENT



Identifications on 
clothing (crew uniforms)

Concerns all clothing worn 
on the water during the hours of competition of 

the regatta
or 

at any time close to the victory stage



General information 
(Rule 39 and Bye-Laws)

• Official uniform submitted to and approved by World Rowing (Art. 14)
consists of singlet and shorts or unisuit

• Uniformity includes 
⦿ singlet ⦿ shorts ⦿ undershirt
⦿ legcovering ⦿ socks ⦿ calf protection
⦿ the headwear worn

• Exception: Coxswains may race wearing additional clothing beneath 
the uniform in the colours of their crew. 

• Eyewear and shoes are regarded as personal to the rower and may be 
different within a crew.



Manufacturer
(2 types of identifications)

• Manufacturer 
identification

• Technology 
identificationSinglet (body):

(B-L 2.2)
Manufacturer once 30 cm² front of the shirt
+
10 cm² for technology identification once 

Under shirt if not World 
Rowing

Manufacturer once 10 cm²

Shorts
(B-L 2.3)

Manufacturer once 30 cm² 
+
10 cm² for technology identification

Socks and leg coverings
(B-L 2.5)

Manufacturer on each leg 10 cm² 
(socks and / or covering)

Head wear
(B-L 2.4)

Manufacturer once 10 cm²

Eyewear
(B-L 2.7)

Manufacturer only on the arms
either 1 a’ 6 cm² or 2 a’ 3 cm² (but identical!)

30 cm2

10 cm2

“singlet”
“shorts”

Product
Technology

Manufacturer

10 cm2

10 cm2



Sponsor identifications 
(advertising spaces) 

on the uniform

Singlet 
(body)
(B-L 2.2)

Front: 100 cm²
Sides: 80 cm² each in 
vertical format, not visible 
from the front

Shorts
(B-L 2.3)

50 cm² per leg
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100 cm2

50 cm2 50 cm2

80 cm2 not 
visible 
from
front



National identifications (B-L 
2.2)

• Singlet (body): One identification on the front 
of the shirt up to 100 cm2 for the National 
Federation 

• May include the name of 
the specifc event 

• National Identity can be shown anywhere



Summary

Product
Technology

Manufacturer

National 
Federation

Advertising
Spaces (Ad)

Ad not visible 
from front

30 cm2

30 cm2

100 cm2

100 cm2
80

 c
m

2

80 cm
2

10 cm2

10 cm2

“singlet”
“shorts”

The positioning of the 
identifications is free
- but has to be identical 
within one crew!



NO OTHER IDENTIFICATIONS 
THAN LISTED BEFORE!



An example: W2X
what is wrong?
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What else ?
Undershirts

• same color and design
• 10 cm2 manufacturer 

allowed
• No team    sponsors
• From 2023 the sleeve 

length can be different 
within the same crew 
but color must match 



Under shirt:
If WR Under Shirt is required 
 Competitors will not be 
allowed to race or will be 
relegated if they alter, 
partially or completely cover-
up or remove this 
identification.
On each sleeve one 
identification each up to 100 
cm²   (B-L 2.2)

If no World Rowing 
Undershirt then the 
Undershirt can display
National identity

World Rowing Identifications



Identifications – World Rowing Events
Shirt and Shorts
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100 cm2100 cm2

WR SPONSOR/IDENTIFICATION

World Rowing 
reserved space



Some unacceptable examples
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Identifications on Headwear
• Headwear shall be identical in shape, colour 

and design – not necessarily the same 
manufacturer 

• 1 x 10 cm2 manufacturer 
• 2 x 50  cm2 sponsor identifications (specific for every 

crew member)

• From 2023 different headwear within a crew is allowed for 
religious or other WR approved reasons

125

C DA B



Shoes 
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2018:
Shoes worn at World Rowing 
Events, including the quick-
release strap connecting them, 
may carry the Identification of 
the Manufacturer as generally 
used on products sold through 
the retail trade during the period 
of six months or more prior to 
the relevant event. 

Shoes are now personal equipment and can be different 
between rowers in the same boat



Shoes 
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Shoes are now personal equipment and can be different 
between rowers in the same boat



Identifications on Socks
and Leg Coverings

• All socks or leg coverings shall be the same design, colour and 
length within the crew

• 10 cm2 manufacturer identification may be different as long as 
socks are identical but:

➡ the same manufacturer on the 2 socks of a rower
• 50 cm2 each leg sponsors’ identification may be different on 

each leg and each rower
• From 2023 different length legwear within a crew is allowed 

but it must be the same color and design if worn by 2 or more 
members

128
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Socks and leg coverings

Manufacturer’s identification with no more than 10 cm2
Socks

Sponsor Identification: 50 cm2

May be different between rowers 
and may be different on each 
leg



Correct?
• All the same colour and 

shape?

130

Identifications on Socks
and Leg Coverings

• Manufacturer 10 cm2?
• Sponsor Identification 50 cm2?
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Socks

National identifications ???
Socks
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Manufacturer 10 cm2 , identical on 2 legs of 1 rower

Identification 50 cm2 each leg sponsors’ identification may be
different on each leg and each rower - on the same position

Identifications on Socks
and Leg Coverings

ö ö

A B
EF G F G H
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Socks ??? Shorts ???

☐ Manufacturer’s identification with 
no more than 30 cm2 on shorts or
equivalent

☐ Manufacturer’s identification with 
no more than 10 cm2 on socks or
leg coverings

☐ Sponsor identification with no more
than 50 cm2 on each leg on shorts
or equivalent

☐ Sponsor identification with no more
than 50 cm2 on each leg on socks
or leg coverings



Identification on Eyewear

• Eyewear is as personal to the rower and may 
be different within a crew

• 6 cm2 identification of manufacturer once on 
one eyeglass arm

Alternatively:
• 3 cm2  identification of manufacturer on each 

arm of the eyeglasses
• No identification is permitted on lenses 
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Identifications on Uniforms
Summary

World 
Rowing

NF / Club 
Sponsor Sponsor Manufacturer

product
technology
identification

Commentaries

Singlet, upper body 
part, sleeveless Shirt 
or equivalent

on sleeve 
reserved 
space 
100 cm2

1x 100 cm2

1x on front 100 cm2

1x on each side of 
the shirt in vertical 
format 80 cm2

1x 30  cm2 1x 10 cm2

Singlet lower body 
part, Shorts or 
equivalent

1 sponsor on each 
leg 50 cm2, 
identical within the 
crew

1x 30 cm2 1x 10 cm2

Undershirt 1x 10 cm2 same length of
sleeves

same shape 
and colour

Headwear individual sponsors
2 x 50 cm2 1x 10 cm2 same shape 

and colour

Socks, leg coverings, 
leggings, pressure 
stockings

individual sponsor 
50 cm2 on each leg

1x 10 cm2 on 
each leg

may vary in 
between crew 
members and be 
different on 2 
legs

Shoes “as generally 
used through 
the retail trade” Quick release Strap

Eyewear
1x 6 cm2 or          
2x 3 cm2 on 
arms

personal item
no
identification
on lenses
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Boats

136

Keyword: Uniform



Boats

137

IDENTIFICATIONS
ON THE BOATS



Identifications - Boats
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600 or 800 cm2

1 - Identification of sponsor of World Rowing or organising committee –
singles, doubles and pairs (600 cm2), others (800 cm2)

+ at World Rowing events: 20 cm for the member federation abbreviation

2 - Identification of manufacturer (80cm2 on bow 100 cm2 on side of boat)
3 - Sponsor(s) of the National Federation or the Club or the name of the 

boat (800 or 600 cm2) = Advertising Space/Identification

RESERVED
World Rowing

Single, doubles & pairs: 80 cm
Others : 100 cm

SPONSORNAT

60
80

20
20 Max length single, doubles, pairs

Max length other boats



Identifications - Boats
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World Rowing
reserved space

Only 2 identifications allowed:
Nation + World Rowing identification 

(sponsor)

BowStern

Not 
OK

Only 2 identifications !

OK Right order

Not 
OK

Wrong order

Only 2 identifications !
Nothing in front !

Not 
OK



Identifications – bad examples
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World Rowing
reseved space

Only 2 identifications allowed:
Nation + World Rowing identification 

(sponsor)

Bow Stern

Not 
OK

Nothing in 
reserved space!

Not 
OK

Nothing in the 
front in reserved 

space !

direction



Identifications – bad examples
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World Rowing
reseved space

Only 2 identifications allowed:
Nation + World Rowing identification 

(sponsor)

Bow Stern

Not 
OK

Nothing in 
reserved space!

Corrected



Identifications inside the boat

NO !

Permitted ???
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Manufacturer Identification
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MANUFACTURER IDENTIFICATION ON THE BOW:

In the first 50 cm from bow on each side:

Identification of manufacturer of max 80 cm² - no text.

This is not a “manufacturer reserved space” !



Manufacturer Identification
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Text on bow manufacturer 
“identification” is not allowed !!!



Manufacturer Identification
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Manufacturer “identification” 
on the bow zone should be 

well placed !!!

50 cm

OK



Identification - others
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Sponsor(s) of the National Federation 
or Club 
or Boat Name (800 cm2 or 600 cm2)
or another identification(s) ...

Whatever the boat type, number of sponsors allowed 
within ONE identification/advertising space

is not limited
and ...

IDENTIFICATIONS on both sides of the boat and
both decks do not need to be identical

IDENTIFICATIONS



1x : once 800 cm2

2x / 2-:  twice 600 cm2 

4x / 4-: four times 600 cm2 

8+: eight times 600 cm2 

Whatever the boat type, number of sponsors allowed within ONE
identification/advertising space is not limited.
Advertising space(s) on both sides of the boat do not need to be identical.
Sponsor Identifications may be combined into one or more larger identifications -
not exceeding the total area of all permitted sponsor identifications on that side of
the boat.

On the side of the boat, Sponsor advertising can appear in any area not reserved
by World Rowing (e.g World Rowing sponsor and Country Identification).

Possible number of identification spaces
per side:



Example - Identifications on 4x-

4 SPACES OF 600 cm2

MANUFACTURER

World Rowing 
SPONSOR

COUNTRY

Identifications on side
of section occupied by the rowers

.
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Double: identification
2x up to 600 cm2
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Identification/Advertising spaces
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Number of sponsors – unlimited, 
Space - limited



Identification/Advertising spaces
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Number of sponsors – unlimited, 
Space – limited, 

National Identifications - unlimited

���



Identification spaces
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??????????????
SIZE – TOO BIG 

Two sides of a boat ...



Identifications on decks
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Possible number of identification spaces on the deck(s) :

All boats : 2x1

Two identifications: one on front deck and one on back deck, to 800 cm2 each

FRONT DECKBACK 
DECK

From 2026  - the back deck becomes World Rowing Reserved Space and
- the full front deck can be used for team sponsors (no size restriction) 



Riggers, shoes, fins, seats 
and swivels / oarlocks
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Identifications
on riggers, shoes, seats, fins and

swivels / oarlocks



Riggers, shoes, fins, seats 
and swivels / oarlocks
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Basic principles:
Manufacturer identification allowed
• Max 16 cm² - once on each rigger
• Max 16 cm² - once on the fin
• Max 8 cm² once or twice 4cm² on either side of the swivel
• Max 6 cm² - once on each seat

Advertising NOT allowed



Identifications - riggers

Manufacturer

158



Identifications - riggers

159



Identifications ??? - riggers
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Identifications - riggers
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WinTech on the side of the shell = up to 100 cm2

WinTech on riggers on the side = up to 16 cm²
161



Identifications - riggers
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Kangua on riggers = up to 16 cm² - too large

Kangua on the deck of the boat – not allowed
162



Fins

163
163

Fins

?



Oarlock / swivel

164
164

Manufacturer

Advertising 

not allowed

(Distributor’s

name)



Identification on Boats
Summary
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Location on Boat 1x, 2x, 2-, 2+ 4-, 4+, 4x, 8+

World Rowing or OC 1st part of washboard-
section and rear deck

60 cm front, max. 600 cm2

Rear Deck
80 cm front, max. 800 cm2

Rear Deck

Country Acronym On side of boat 20cm, max. 200 cm2

in total lenght 80cm
20cm, max. 200 cm2

in total lenght 100cm

Bow number lettering no more than 5cm in height

Manufacturer at bow on first 50 cm on both sides : max. 80 cm2

on washboard each side max. 100 cm2

Boat name is an identification can be at bow after manufacturer's symbol , max. 600/800 cm2

Sponsor's 
identification 

Spaces can be combined 
but can not exceed the 

total allowed space

1x : each side max. 800 cm2

2x, 2-, 2+ :  2x 600 cm2
4-, 4+, 4x : 4x 600 cm2

8+ :  8x 600 cm2

on fore decks Unlimited space but can no extend to the side of the boat

Manufacturer on Riggers or Fins on each rigger or side of the fin max. 16 cm2

on Swivels / Oarlocks on both sides: max. 4 cm2, on one side : max. 8 cm2

on Seats 1x on seat: max. 6 cm2



New phenomena
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New phenomena - swivels
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New phenomena – fins
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Oars / Sculls
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Identifications on oars/sculls



2021 Official Blade Colours  
158 National Federations
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Identifications on oars & sculls

171

1- Blade : painted on the two faces :
• national colors as registered with the World Rowing
• colors of the club as registered with the national federation

2- no identification allowed on outboard section

3- allowed identifications
- according to the standards

The only part authorized for the identifications



Identifications on oars & sculls (2)
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2 authorized identifications

sponsor identification
manufacturer identification
some discrete marks to identify the boat, 
the place and the owner



Identifications on oars & sculls (3)
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1- sponsor identification

2- manufacturer identification

SWEEP OAR

1 time maximum surface 
100 cm2

1 time maximum surface  
60 cm2

3- some discrete marks to identify 
the boat, the place and the owner



Identifications on oars & sculls (3)
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1- sponsor identification

2- manufacturer identification

SCULL

1 time maximum surface 
72 cm2

1 time maximum surface  
60 cm2

3- some discrete marks to identify
the boat, the place and the owner
Rowers within a crew may use sculls 
from different manufacturers 
Manufacturers identification can be 
different between rowers
But Sponsors must be the same



On oars ...
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... and sculls
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Bad examples
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The same in one 
crew/boat

Bad example - 3 different inboards  ...



Bad examples
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Bad example - 2 different inboards  on W2x...

The same in one 
crew/boat



Bad examples
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What’s wrong ?

Size ... 
almost 250 cm2



Examples
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Are these OK?

No identification is 
allowed on the outer shaft

Identification is allowed on 
the inner oar shaft –
National identity is allowable 
anywhere identification is 
allowed
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Thank you for your 
attention!
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