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World Rowing allocates Development Programme

opportunities to Member Federations based on a

combination of indicators that reflect both need and

development potential. The aim is to ensure that support

reaches Member Federations who require assistance and

have the structures to translate that support into

sustainable progress. 



PARTICIPATION &
REPRESENTATION
INDICATORS

A central  element of the assessment
process is participation data from recent
years. 
Each quadrennium, and in al ignment with
the World Rowing voting entitlements
exercise, World Rowing reviews: 

The number of crews entered by
the Member Federation in World
Rowing and Continental Rowing
events

Levels of gender balanced
participation

Representation across age
categories (Under 19, Under 23,
Senior)

T H E S E  I N D I C AT O R S  H E L P
I D E N T I F Y  W H E R E  AT H L E T E

P AT H W A Y S  M A Y  N E E D
S T R E N G T H E N I N G  A N D  W H E R E

TA R G E T E D  S U P P O R T  C O U L D
H A V E  T H E  G R E AT E S T  I M P A C T.  



PERFORMANCE &
MONITORING DATA

Member Federations targeted for support are required to submit

standardised ergometer test results throughout the season via the

World Rowing Test Performance Database. 

These tests: 

Are requested from all Member Federations applying to the World Rowing

Development Support Programme at events. 

Provide objective benchmarks to monitor athlete progression. 

Demonstrate regular training and minimum performance standards. 

Support the World Rowing Development Programme selection process. 

M e m b e r  F e d e r a t i o n s  m a y  c o n t a c t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  W o r l d  R o w i n g  D e v e l o p m e n t
M a n a g e r  f o r  g u i d a n c e  o n  h o w  t o  r e g i s t e r  i n  t h e  d a t a b a s e  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  y e t  h a v e  a n

a c c o u n t ,  o r  b y  c o n t a c t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t @ w o r l d r o w i n g . c o m

https://rowingtest.com/login
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STRUCTURAL
READINESS CRITERIA

Beyond participation and performance, World Rowing requests the
Member Federation to have the basic structures needed for
sustainable development.  
This includes: 

A national selection policy
Confirmation of athlete swimming ability and safety awareness

These criteria ensure that support is directed to Member Federations
that can build long‑term capacity. 



ACCESSING SUPPORT

While the programme prioritises Member Federations with the

greatest needs, World Rowing recognises that operating and

participation costs continue to rise globally. Member Federations

interested in learning more about the Development Programme,

or in being considered for the targeted development list for

events, are encouraged to contact:

development@worldrowing.com  

mailto:development@worldrowing.com


Opportunities and application information are communicated

through the World Rowing Circulars and/or the World Rowing

Development Programme Bulletins. 

All Development Bulletins and Invitations for each World Rowing and

Continental Rowing events are available on the World Rowing

Website. 

Member Federations are notified ahead of the season and invited to

apply once the World Rowing Development programme opens. 

APPLICATION PROCESS
& COMMUNICATION

https://worldrowing.com/about/organisation/governance/official-communications-world-rowing-circulars/
https://worldrowing.com/technical/development/development-programme-events/
https://worldrowing.com/technical/development/development-programme-events/


OTHER WORLD ROWING
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
ACTIVITIES

In addition to event participation support, the World Rowing

Development Programme includes a range of

development‑focused initiatives. 

More information is available in the World Rowing

Development Programme Guide. 

Planned development activities and educational courses are

published in the Continental Development Calendar on the

World Rowing website as they are confirmed throughout the

season. 

To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  p r e v i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  y o u  c a n  e x p l o r e  t h e  n e w s  a r t i c l e s  p u b l i s h e d
o n  t h e  W o r l d  R o w i n g  A c a d e m y .   

https://d2cx26qpfwuhvu.cloudfront.net/worldrowing/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/05145909/World-Rowing-Development-Programme-Guide_FINAL-1.pdf
https://d2cx26qpfwuhvu.cloudfront.net/worldrowing/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/05145909/World-Rowing-Development-Programme-Guide_FINAL-1.pdf
https://worldrowing.com/technical/development/continental-development-calendar/
https://academy.worldrowing.com/

